
 

 

THE PROCLAMATION OF THE WORD OF GOD 
Unless otherwise noted, the service is found in the red Book of Common Prayer (BCP). 

 
The Lighting of the Advent Wreath 
Leader See, I am sending my messenger to prepare the way before me, says the 
Lord of hosts. 
 
[Here relight the first Advent candle.] 
 
Congregation The light of hope has awakened our spirits. 
 
Leader A voice cries out in the wilderness, "Prepare the way of the Lord, make 
his paths straight." 
 
Congregation Renew in us your covenant, O God, that we may be ready for the 
dawn of your salvation. 
 
Leader We light a second candle to bring light to every darkness, and to guide us 
in the way of peace. 
 
[Here light the second Advent candle.] 
 
Congregation With gratitude for your light, O God, we will prepare to welcome a 
new birth of your love. 
 
Processional Hymn 66          “Come, thou long expected Jesus” 
Opening Acclamation & Collect for Purity                                                BCP 355 
Trisagion (3 times)                         S-102                                           Archangelsky 
Collect of the Day                                                                                   BCP 211 

Merciful God, who sent your messengers the prophets to preach 
repentance and prepare the way for our salvation: Give us grace to heed their 
warnings and forsake our sins, that we may greet with joy the coming of Jesus 
Christ our Redeemer; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
The Lessons (seated)                 Isaiah 11:1-10 

A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, and a branch shall grow 
out of his roots.  The spirit of the LORD shall rest on him, the spirit of wisdom 
and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and 
the fear of the LORD.  His delight shall be in the fear of the LORD.  He shall not 
judge by what his eyes see, or decide by what his ears hear; but with 
righteousness he shall judge the poor, and decide with equity for the meek of the 
earth; he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, and with the breath of 
his lips he shall kill the wicked.  Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist, 
and faithfulness the belt around his loins.  The wolf shall live with the lamb, the 
leopard shall lie down with the kid, the calf and the lion and the fatling together, 
and a little child shall lead them.  The cow and the bear shall graze, their young 
shall lie down together; and the lion shall eat straw like the ox.  The nursing child 
shall play over the hole of the asp, and the weaned child shall put its hand on the 
adder's den.  They will not hurt or destroy on all my holy mountain; for the earth 
will be full of the knowledge of the LORD as the waters cover the sea.  On that 
day the root of Jesse shall stand as a signal to the peoples; the nations shall 
inquire of him, and his dwelling shall be glorious. 

   

Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19   (sung) 
1 Give the King your justice, O God, * 

and your righteousness to the King's Son; 
2 That he may rule your people righteously * 

and the poor with justice; 
3 That the mountains may bring prosperity to the people, * 

and the little hills bring righteousness. 
4 He shall defend the needy among the people; * 

he shall rescue the poor and crush the oppressor. 
5 He shall live as long as the sun and moon endure, * 

from one generation to another. 
6 He shall come down like rain upon the mown field, * 

like showers that water the earth. 
7 In his time shall the righteous flourish; * 

there shall be abundance of peace till the moon shall be no more. 
18 Blessed be the Lord GOD, the God of Israel, * 

who alone does wondrous deeds! 
19 And blessed be his glorious Name for ever! * 

and may all the earth be filled with his glory. 
Amen. Amen 

Romans 15:4-13 
Whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, so 

that by steadfastness and by the encouragement of the scriptures we might have 
hope. May the God of steadfastness and encouragement grant you to live in 
harmony with one another, in accordance with Christ Jesus, so that together you 
may with one voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.  
Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory 
of God. For I tell you that Christ has become a servant of the circumcised on 
behalf of the truth of God in order that he might confirm the promises given to 
the patriarchs, and in order that the Gentiles might glorify God for his mercy. As 
it is written, "Therefore I will confess you among the Gentiles, and sing praises 
to your name"; and again he says, "Rejoice, O Gentiles, with his people"; and 
again, "Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles, and let all the peoples praise him"; and 
again Isaiah says, "The root of Jesse shall come, the one who rises to rule the 
Gentiles; in him the Gentiles shall hope."  May the God of hope fill you with all 
joy and peace in believing, so that you may abound in hope by the power of the 
Holy Spirit. 

 
Gradual Hymn 75        “There’s a voice in the wilderness crying,”                

(Children join the Procession to Children’s Chapel.) 
 
The Gospel (standing)               Matthew 3:1-12 

In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of Judea, 
proclaiming, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.” This is the one 
of whom the prophet Isaiah spoke when he said,  “The voice of one crying out in 
the wilderness:  ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight.’”  Now 
John wore clothing of camel’s hair with a leather belt around his waist, and his 
food was locusts and wild honey. Then the people of Jerusalem and all Judea 
were going out to him, and all the region along the Jordan, and they were 
baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins.  But when he saw 
many Pharisees and Sadducees coming for baptism, he said to them, “You brood 
of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? Bear fruit worthy of 
repentance. Do not presume to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our 
ancestor’; for I tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up children to 

Abraham. Even now the ax is lying at the root of the trees; every tree therefore 
that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.  “I baptize you 
with water for repentance, but one who is more powerful than I is coming after 
me; I am not worthy to carry his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit 
and fire. His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear his threshing floor 
and will gather his wheat into the granary; but the chaff he will burn with 
unquenchable fire.”  
        
The Sermon                                                                   The Reverend Jim Reed 
The Nicene Creed                                                                                       BCP 358 
Prayers of the People: Form IV                                                                  BCP 388 
Confession                                                                                                  BCP 360 
The Peace 

(Prayer request cards may be filled out and dropped in the collection plate.) 
 

THE CELEBRATION OF THE HOLY COMMUNION 
The Offertory   
The Presentation Hymn  

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel! 
The Great Thanksgiving Eucharistic Prayer B                                           BCP 367 
Sanctus and Benedictus                    S-130                                                 Schubert 
The Lord’s Prayer                                                                                       BCP 364 
The Breaking of the Bread            
Fraction Anthem                               S-161                                                     Hurd 
Communion of the People 

In the Episcopal Church all baptized Christians are welcome to the table 
to receive communion.  To receive the bread, please hold out your open palms.  
To receive the wine, you may drink directly from the cup, or you may slightly dip 
the wafer in the wine.  If you prefer to not receive communion, you are welcome 
at the altar to receive a blessing from the priest.  For a blessing, while at the 
altar rail, cross your arms across your chest as a sign of this preference. 
The Prayer of Thanksgiving & Blessing                                                   BCP 365 
Processional Hymn 76   “On Jordan’s bank the Baptist’s cry” 
Dismissal 

 
The loose and undesignated offering goes to the Rector’s Discretionary Fund. 

 
ALTAR GREENERY 

Today’s altar greenery is given to the Glory of God and in loving memory of 
Patrick Harris Cochran by his family. 

 
HAPPY BIRTHDAY 

December 4:  Joe Vick 
December 7:  Jay Campbell, Mary Wesley Harvey 
December 8:   Ben Brewer 
December 10: Helen Gant 

 
UPCOMING EVENTS 

Monday, December 5 
ECW Board Meeting at 2:00 p.m. in the Woolard Meeting Room 
Tuesday, December 6 
Ridgewood Eucharist at 3:00 p.m. 
Ruth’s House Board Meeting at 6:00 p.m. in the Woolard Meeting Room 
EFM at 6:30 p.m. in the Library 



 

 

Wednesday, December 7 
Holy Communion at 7:00 a.m. in the Chapel 
Brotherhood of St. Andrew at 7:30 a.m. in Woolard Meeting Room 
Holy Communion at 11:00 a.m. in the Chapel 
Senior Choir at 6:30 p.m. in the Music Suite 
Thursday, December 8-Monday, December 12 
Toys-4-Tots 
 
Thank you! 
Thank you to Seb Barrett, Bill Darden and Riley Roberson for their handiwork at the 
church entrance. It looks beautiful! 
 
Adult Education Update 
Adult education will adjourn until January 8, 2017.  We will be continuing with the 
book of John. 
 
Saint Peter’s Annual Christmas Pageant 
Calling all wise men, sheep, barn yard animals, shepherds and angels!  Let’s practice 
for our annual Christmas pageant on Sundays, December 11th & 18th at 9:15 am in 
the church.  The Christmas pageant is Saturday, December 24th at 4:00pm.  All are 
welcome! Please contact Lynn Harrington for more information. (919)215-1420 
  
2017 Pledge Certificate Reminder 
Please remember to turn in your 2017 Pledge Certificate to the church office as soon 
as possible. If for some reason you have not received one or have misplaced it, please 
call or email Jennifer at the church office and she will be glad to help you.( 946-8151 
or jennifer@saintpetersnc.org) We hope to have them all returned by next Sunday! 
 
Christmas Outreach Opportunities 
   SALVATION ARMY BELL RINGING: Saint Peter's has signed up for two 
shifts: Dec. 15 3-8:00pm and Dec.17 10:00-3:00pm. We will need two folks each 
hour at the "food door" of Walmart. This is a great family activity! Sign-up sheets are 
located in the hallway. 
    NURSING HOME GIFTS: We are collecting small personal supplies such as 
soap, slippers, calendars, notepads, etc. We wrap the gifts and distribute to a local 
nursing home where they are distributed to needy residents. Call if you would like to 
manage this activity. It is easy; there are no deadlines and is very rewarding.  
    TOYS-4-TOTS: What would Christmas be without Toys for Tots?  Hundreds of 
toys collected throughout the community will be distributed from Saint Peter's. Sign-
up sheets are by the church office. Many many elves will be needed Thursday Dec 
8th - Monday Dec. 12th.  
(That’s all I know!!!!....Sarah 252-721-0112) 
  
Sunday School Teachers 

Saint Peter’s is blessed to have some individuals who stepped up to teach 
Sunday School as soon as they knew that our biggest wish was to get the Sunday 
School up and running to serve the youth of this parish.  We are so thankful for their 
willingness to act as role models for our youngest parishioners. Roses to Jamie Keel, 
Brian Miller, Paul Keel and Sonia Armstrong, our substitute. 

It is our prayer that some others will come forward to help with this very 
important ministry in the months ahead.  When this occurs, we will be able to add 
more classes for our children. Ideally, we need at least 3-5 people who will help us at 
the beginning of the New Year.  When we recite the Baptismal Covenant, we pledge 
that we will support those being baptized “with God’s help.” It is not only the parents 
and godparents who have a part in their religious growth.   We as fellow disciples 
also have a part in the development of our young ones.  We need individuals to teach 
who will love them and help them grow in their faith. 

Please consider stepping forward to help us in our mission.  If enough 
people agree to act as teachers/facilitators, we will only ask you to serve for 4-5 
Sundays.  You do not have to be a trained teacher to participate- the curriculum is 
self-explanatory. Just remember that a teacher is a learner!  All that is required is a 
love for children/youth and a positive spirit. 

We are covered until the eighth of January.  Call me so that we can utilize 
you in the coming semester! Ann Bustard #946-8151 or email ann@saintpetersnc.org 

 
Help us decorate for Christmas! 
We are now receiving monetary contributions to cover the cost of wreaths, 
poinsettias and other decorations for the church. You may give these gifts in memory 
or honor of a loved one. Please stop by the office or mail your contributions and 
information by Monday, December 12th. Thank you.  
 
ECW Christmas Tea, Wednesday, December 14th at 10:30 am in ASH 
All church women are invited to attend this holiday event! It’s that special time of 
year again when we get together to honor our members who are over eighty years of 
age – anyone who has attended this event in previous years knows what a very 
enjoyable meeting this is for everyone.  We ask that if you know of any shut-ins we 
should honor, please inform Marsha Hackney (946-4004); their names and contact 
information would be appreciated.  So, let’s have a great turn-out on December 14th 
to honor our special guests with a Christmas tea and a beautiful poinsettia for them to 
take home.   Contact Pam Hodges at 943-4464 for transportation assistance to the tea. 
 
2017 Camp Trinity Applications 
Applications are now available on the kiosk outside Jennifer’s office.   

Please Pray for:  Tom Causby–friend of Ann Peters, Nancy Chaffee–member, 
Sam Cutler–brother of Lois McLaughlin, Aubrey & Myra Gibbs–friends of Sonia 
Privette, The Rev. Jim Horton–friend of St. Peter’s, David Jones–member, Carol 
Keech–friend of Cindy & William Cochran, Sarah Thompson Kelley–daughter of 
John & Leta Thompson, Nancy Kreisher–friend of St. Peter’s, Cyndi Kvalevog–
friend of Cindy & William Cochran & aunt of Samantha Baldree, Julia Litchfield–
member, Jay Marle-member, Ginni Nickell-member, Stephen Palmer-son of Mary 
Dennis, Betty Perez–friend of John & Leta Thompson, Hilda Privette–mother of 
Sonia Privette, Dr. Raeford Pugh–father of Laura Bliley, Tania Rossi–daughter of 
Barbara & Reg Smith, Jeanne Rutledge and Family-friends of Pam Hodges, Acra 
Samuels-daughter of Hodges & Marsha Hackney, Warren Smith–son of Reg & 
Barbara Smith, Betsy Stowell–sister of Aynn Hadley, Linda Strader–mother of 
Stacey Lynch, Krista Sutton–friend of Leslie Whitehurst, Paul Thompson–friend 
of St. Peter’s, Sis Thornburgh-member, Avis Wainwright–friend of Pam Hodges, 
Aughtry Williford–member, Pat Windley–friend of Pam Hodges. 
  
***Prayer list requests may be made by completing a prayer card from the pew rack 
and placing it in the offering plate or by calling (946-8151) or emailing the church 
office (jennifer@saintpetersnc.org).  Names will remain on the prayer list for 30 days. 

 
Those Serving in the Liturgy 

Choirmaster & Organist: Douglas Cutler 
Lay Readers: Hodges Hackney, Laura Bliley  

Paten: Tom Archie, Chalice: Bet Archie 
Acolytes: Shelby Harris, Macon Lee, Davis Lee 

Children’s Chapel: Aynn Hadley 
Ushers: Chris Padgett, Bill Darden, Mike Behar, Sandy Mitchell 

Altar Guild: Sonia Privette, Nadine Barrett, Cathy Waters, Mavis Burns 
Vestry Person of the Week: Tom Archie 

 

Saint Peter’s Episcopal Church 
Washington, North Carolina 

 
 

 
 

The Second Sunday of Advent 
December 4, 2016 

10:15 a.m. 
 

Holy Eucharist 
 

Saint Peter's is celebrating the love of Christ by reaching out 
and empowering for ministry. 

 
Welcome to Saint Peter’s.  Visitors and newcomers are 

encouraged to complete a welcome card from the pew rack.  
Please let us know who you are and allow us to greet you. 


