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Just after communion, on the last two Sundays, I have introduced the post-communion
prayer with the following words: “Standing as you are able, let us pray…” Perhaps you’ve caught that
addition and thought, “That line’s not in the Prayer Book!” And you would be right! It’s not. But I
think it captures something of the spirit of the Prayer Book.
Many of us grew up with the adage, “Stand to sing, sit to listen, kneel to pray.” Well, I didn’t.
Because Baptists never seemed to kneel. Many of you, though, have grown up with this and so my
admonition to stand for the post-communion prayer may in fact be a little confusing or downright
disruptive. So, here’s a short summary of why I think standing to pray is what the Prayer Book
envisions for us.
There were several major shifts that happened when the switch from the 1928 Prayer Book to
the 1979 Prayer Book occurred. Chief among those shifts was removing the central focus of the Priest
as the one celebrating the Eucharist. Now, it is the entire congregation of the baptized who, together
with the Priest, celebrate the Eucharist. It is not only the prayer of the Priest that beckons God to
make the bread and wine become the body and blood of Christ, but the prayers of all gathered. The
Priest, then, stands as the visible symbol of the whole congregation. When celebrating the Eucharist,
I make no prayers on my own behalf, but I do so with the assent of the congregation. What the 1979
Prayer Book did was to envision the gathered assembly as a Priestly people who, working in tandem
with an ordained Priest, celebrate the Eucharist and proclaim the Gospel. As an example, should I
ever begin the liturgy in the customary way, “Blessed be God…” and not a single voice responded,
then I could not continue with the service. Your voice matters!
Thus, the liturgical exchange between the ordained Priest and the Priestly people should not
be one where the people are made out to be secondary, or even ancillary, to the work of the ordained
Priest. Standing in this context becomes a sharing in the work of the Priest. It is taking your rightful
place as a concelebrant of the Eucharist. Standing is the means by which we make hopeful, less
penitent intercessions on behalf of the Church and the World.
Now, I don’t want you to feel bad, or shamed, if kneeling is your preferred
practice. Kneeling was, for so long, the norm. And I’m not going to stop midprayer, come down from the altar, and tell all the kneelers to stand up for Jesus!
What I hope this little reflection accomplishes is helping you to think about your
rightful and godly role as a member of the Royal Priesthood of Christ and what
that might look like when embodied in our Sunday services.
As always, email or call with questions. There’s nothing I enjoy more in
my work as a pastor than talking to folks about Jesus, Church, or anything else
under the sun.
-Chris
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The next ECW Meeting is scheduled
for Wednesday, March 2nd at 9:30am
in the Music Suite.

March 2nd
7am (Spanish)
Noon & 7pm (English)
All services will be held in the Chapel.

Blessing Box Update
Thanks to your generous support, the Blessing Box on Bonner Street is
well stocked, but our replacement supplies are low. We also only had
one canned fruit to offer-applesauce, so other canned fruits would be
most welcome. We have a very hearty supply of corn and no other
vegetables, so a variety would be nice. Pasta & pasta sauce along with
peanut butter seem to be popular! In an effort to provide the most
healthy food to those in need, we are not stocking those
items past their expiration date; so please keep that in
mind. Thank you again for your help-I’ll keep you posted
on how we’re doing.
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Giving to Saint Peter’s has never been easier!
*Automatic Credit/Debit Card Payments
*Gifts of Securities
*If you are over 70 1/2, consider directing all or a portion of your RMD from your IRA to the church.
Please check with your tax advisor to see if you would benefit from using any of these options.
*Also, to make pledge payments or to give for any reason, you can do so from our website via the
online giving link at www.saintpetersnc.org.
*Mail your payment to PO Box 985, Washington, NC 27889
If you need assistance with any of these options, email or call Jennifer Spivey at the church office.
(946-8151, jennifer@saintpetersnc.org)

Our Financial Assistance Committee accepts requests from those in need of
assistance with utilities and rent each Monday. Donations to the Financial
Assistance Fund support these needs and are always welcome. Checks can be
made payable to St. Peter’s with “FAP” in the memo line. You can also donate
online via the website at saintpetersnc.org.

Office Hours
Mon-Thurs 8am-3pm
Fri 8am-12pm

Saint Peter’s Clergy & Staff

Vestry Organization

The Reverend Christopher Adams, Rector
252-946-8151
chris@saintpetersnc.org

Lynn Harrington-Senior Warden
Richard Andrews-Junior Warden
Sarah Bernart

The Reverend Deacon Katherine Mitchell
617-721-6614
katherine@saintpetersnc.org
Vincent Holliday
Sam Holt
Ann Behar
Missy Parker
Catherine Partrick
Jennifer Spivey
Susie Taylor

Laura Bliley
Cathy Capogna

Sexton
Music Director/Organist
Treasurer
Day School Director
Parish Secretary
Parish Administrator
Day School Director

Swanson Graves
Ed Hodges
Carol Nash
John Thompson
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Please Pray For:
Almighty God, we entrust all who are dear to us to thy never-failing care and love, for this life
and the life to come, knowing that thou art doing for them better things than we can desire or
pray for; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. The Book of Common Prayer.

Please Pray for: Tim Cashion-friend of Pam & Ed Hodges, Jaime & Celia Chavezmembers, William Cochran, III-member, Pat Holscher-member, Nell Howellfriend of Betty & Bill Cochran, Betty Jarvis-member, Kathleen Kennedy-member,
Catherine Liles-mother of Mary Parker Liles, Beth Litchfield-friend of Nancy
Hamblin, Vianey Lopez-member, Suzanne Nelson Moody-friend of St. Peter’s,
Carol Morrison-friend of the Sharon Yakubowski, Nina Pfaff-friend of Janet & John
Rodman, Betty Phelan-mother of Sharon Yakubowski, Sally Pruden-member, Shay
Robinson-member, David Steenbergen & family-nephew of Betty & Bill Cochran,
Jeff & Marie Swann-friend of Pam & Ed Hodges, Josephine Vause-friend of Olivia
& Riley Roberson, Dylan Woolard-friend of the Baldrees, Mark Zenobia-friend of
the Hadleys.

Our condolences are extended to
Mary Parker Liles
for the loss of her father, Marion Liles.
Give rest, O Christ, to your servant with your saints, where sorrow and pain are no more, neither sighing, but life Everlasting.

Just a quick note to remind everyone that if you receive a suspicious email or
text from church clergy or staff asking for donations to purchase gift cards,
send money to paypal, etc., please know that it is a scam. If you ever receive
questionable communication which appears to be from the church or even
fellow parishioners, please call the church office or contact the
parishioner directly to verify BEFORE taking any action. 252-9468151
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Join us for in-person Worship
(Please remember to wear your mask!)

Sundays
8am in the Church (English)
10am in the Church (English)
12pm in the Chapel (Spanish)
Wednesdays
7am and 11am in the Chapel

Sacred Stories and Sacrilege: Exploring the Parables of
Jesus”: A 6 week course examining Jesus’ use of
parables to tell truth as well as close analysis of some
of the best known parables. Come on and join the
fun! Beginning February 20, 2022 at 9am in All Saints’
Hall.
Peace,
Chris
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Help us keep in touch with you!
Please make sure and contact the church office if you have moved, changed your phone number or
have a new email address. Send
updated information to communications@saintpetersnc.org or call 946-8151.

"You are never more like Jesus than when you pray for others." (Max Lucado) We have a
dedicated prayer team at Saint Peters. If you want to be "one that prays for others,"
please join our team. If you are in need of prayer for yourself or for someone else,
you can call Laura Bliley at 252-495-3008
and know that prayer will begin in "real
time." All of these requests are confidential and we are on call 24/7.
It works like this:
a. We receive a prayer request from someone in our church to my number.
b. A text message is sent to the team with the request.
c. The team members respond back that they have received the request and that they
will be praying.
d. If the requesting person provides follow-up that they would like to share with the
team, I will provide that.
We all know that prayer can have powerful results and to pray for
others provides growth in Him.

Bright Futures-Our St. Peter’s Day School children have chosen
Bright Futures Beaufort County for its “Mission of the
Month.” Socks and underwear for children and adults are needed
to help our local friends. You may put your items in a collection
box near the Main Street entrance. Thank you!
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3/3 Nancy Hamblin, Heather Williams
3/5

Fred Scales

3/7

Jose Adame, M.J. Peters

3/8

Janet Cutler

3/9

Pastor Ramirez

3/10 Erin Eatman, Scott Harris, Sharon Whitehurst
3/11 Frank Johnston, Jr., Lilly Jones, Zack Pagnani, Mark Yates
3/12 Henry Capogna, Betsy Johnston
3/13

Janet Madero

3/14 Fred Sanders
3/15 Cutler Lee, Megan Smith, Lisa Strang
3/16 Frank Johnston, Pam Klinger
3/18 Phil Holloman
3/20 Angelee Higuera
3/21 Xander Blake
3/22 Richard Andrews, Alban Paul
3/23 Marcia Griffin, Jack Rodman
3/24 Julia Hurley
3/25 Gary Strang
3/26 Sergio Ramirez
3/27 Keais Lynch, Elizabeth Behar Powell, Yahir Resendiz
3/29 Lucy Lynch, Robin Skillen
3/31 Mary Scott Sheppard
7

Dear People of St. Peter’s,
Deacon Katherine is about to embark on another part of her spiritual journey as a priest of
the Church. Her ministry will continue among us, though her role as priest will allow her to serve
the parish in new ways. Traditionally, gifts of appreciation are given for an occasion like
this. There are two ways you can support Deacon Katherine as she becomes a priest.
First, if you would like to make a financial contribution in her honor, please direct your
funds to the Financial Assistance Program. This is near and dear to Deacon Katherine’s heart and
it’s truly a wonderful ministry.
Secondly, we are also collecting funds for a nice set of stoles that will be able to travel with
Deacon Katherine as she serves not just St. Peter’s but the wider Diocese.
If you are interested in supporting Deacon Katherine in these ways, you can drop a check at
the Church Office at your earliest convenience.
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Thank you! -Chris

